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Paul's letter to the Colossians opens with a profound prayer

for spiritual growth. In Colossians 1:9-10, he establishes a

divine sequence: receiving knowledge of God's will leads

directly to bearing fruit in every good work.

"For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have

not stopped praying for you. We continually ask God to fill

you with the knowledge of His will through all the wisdom

and understanding that the Spirit gives, so that you may live a

life worthy of the Lord and please Him in every way: bearing

fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God."

— Colossians 1:9-10 (NIV)

Bearing fruit
in every work

Knowledge
of His will



In Colossians 1:9-10, Paul presents a deliberate spiritual sequence: knowledge of God's will precedes and enables
fruitful living. This is not coincidental — it reflects the divine order of spiritual development.
Understanding these two foundational concepts is essential to grasping Paul's prayer and its implications for Christian
discipleship and growth.

Theological FoundationTheological Foundation Knowledge: Spiritual understanding,
wisdom & revelation of God's will

Fruitfulness: Evidence of spiritual growth &
Christ-centred living

Sequence: Knowledge precedes & empowers
fruitfulness
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Knowledge: Spiritual insight &
understanding God's will

Knowledge: Foundation that enables
intentional, obedient action

Fruitfulness: Evidence of growth, Christian
living & transformation
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In Colossians 1:9-10, Paul reveals a divine order: knowledge precedes
fruitfulness. This sequence is not incidental — it is foundational to
authentic spiritual growth and sustainable Christian living.
Understanding why this order matters transforms how we approach
discipleship, obedience, and our walk with God.

1.Maturity needs knowledge first

2.Fruitfulness without knowledge is shallow

3.Knowledge motivates obedience

4.Sequential growth is sustainable
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Assess Your Spiritual Sequence
Are you growing in knowledge before fruitfulness? Take a moment
to reflect:
• Am I rooted in God's Word before I act?
• Is my fruitfulness flowing from genuine spiritual knowledge?
• Where am I investing in deepening my understanding of His will?
Communal Reflection
• How does our community nurture knowledge-first discipleship?
• Are we bearing fruit that reflects intentional spiritual growth?
• What steps can we take together to align our sequence with
God's design?
"Walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, bearing fruit in every
good work." — Col. 1:10

Grow in
knowledge first
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